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of  the   female   principle,   typifying   creative   power.
The worship was accompanied by human sacrifices
and orgies beyond description in honour of Kamakhya,
goddess of   desire, and an incarnation of   the dread
goddess Kali.    Hamilton, writing of this country in
1839, says: " Assam is likened in old times to a sort
of Paphian land, the seat of promiscuous pleasures,
loose manners, and mystery,   due to the rise of  the
Tantric form of Hinduism which the Brahmins in-
culcated in these wild parts and which enabled  them
through the worship of Kamakhya to share in sensual
gratifications from which otherwise they would have
been excluded."    The ancient temples on the Nilachal
hill, near Gauhati, formed the centre of this worship,
but many others exist as far afield as the Tamasari
Mai and the Bhora Bhoori temples at the foot of the
Mishmi  hills  not far east  of  Sadiya.    At all these
shrines human beings were offered up as sacrifices.
Colonel Dalton has given an account of these sacri-
fices, which obtained almost up to the British occu-
pation of Assam,  by certain  Deori  Chutiya priests
of   the   Tamasari   Mai.    These   described   how   the
victim was detained some time at the temple, being
fed until deemed sufficiently fat to please the flesh-
eating Goddess.    On the appointed day- he was led
forth  in  magnificent    clothes   to   be   shown  to  the
crowds   assembled   for   the   hideous   ceremony.    He
was then led by a private path trodden only by the
priests to a deep pit at the back of the temple.    Here
his gay raiment was stripped off and he was decapi-
tated, the body falling into the pit, the head being
added to the heap of ghastly skulls piled in front of
the shrine.